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shown a true bond with his team of 
dogs year after year, and this race was 
no different. 

Lance Mackey’s story is not only 
amazing because of his determination 
and skill in the sport of dog mushing 
but his victories over personal life 
challenges which are also significant. 
He is a cancer survivor—a victory that 
preceded his success in the sport of dog 
mushing. Lance is a lifelong Alaskan 
and a friend to many. He married his 
high school sweetheart and they have 
four children together. His family 
cheered him on as he took first, and 
was by his side when he was diagnosed 
with throat cancer after finishing the 
2001 Iditarod race, where he took 36th 
place. After that race, Lance did not 
give up. He had extensive surgery and 
radiation and competed again the very 
next year. Although he had to drop out 
of that race to take time off to recover 
from his cancer and the surgery, Mac-
key’s dedication and love of the sport 
is clear. He is now cancer free. 

Mackey went on to win the Yukon 
Quest several times, one of the two 
major sled dog races in Alaska. In 2007 
and 2008, he won both the Yukon Quest 
and the Iditarod, two incredibly dif-
ficult races, with only a week and a 
half in between each race to rest before 
he moved on to the next event. For the 
first time in the history of the races, 
Lance had won both, and he did so 2 
years in a row. 

I would like to take a moment to 
highlight just how unique this sport 
is—not only to Alaska, but to America 
as well. The Iditarod and the Yukon 
Quest are the world’s two longest sled 
dog races. Both races span over 1,000 
miles of rugged mountains, frozen tun-
dra, and dense forests. These races 
truly know how to test a man or wom-
an’s dedication and determination. Not 
only does the ruthless terrain of Alas-
ka pose immense obstacles to the 
mushers, but weather can be a major 
deterrent. Temperatures on the trail 
during the race have dropped down to 
30 below zero. I don’t know how many 
Members in this Chamber have experi-
enced 30 below zero weather, but I can 
assure you it is no cakewalk. When 
that wind kicks up, gusts can shoot 
down through valleys and across the 
tundra at 100 miles per hour. You can 
imagine what the wind chill factor is 
as you are racing a dog sled team 
across vast open spaces for 1,100 miles. 
To give you an idea of just how long 
this race truly is—the distance be-
tween this Chamber here in Wash-
ington and Miami, FL, would fall 
roughly 100 miles short of the length of 
the trail. And the Iditarod trail spans 
only a mere portion of our great State. 

The Iditarod commemorates the 
diphtheria serum relay that took place 
in 1925. The diphtheria vaccine was 
needed in Nome to counteract an out-
break that was threatening the com-
munity. Alaskan mushers came to-
gether and ran a series of dog teams to 
Nome carrying the vaccine to save the 
lives of those who were infected. This 

story is treasured in Alaska and each 
year, during the Iditarod, we remember 
the true spirit of the Alaska Natives 
and early pioneers and the obstacles 
they faced and ultimately overcame. 

Today, the Iditarod is no longer run 
as a relay, but it is a race of individual 
dog sled teams. The Alaskan wilderness 
the teams travel through is as excep-
tionally beautiful as it is difficult. 
Mackey said after his win that this was 
the most tiring race yet for his team, 
and also the toughest in terms of com-
petition. Rookie musher Pat Moon 
crashed after hitting a tree and falling 
unconscious and Bruce Linton of 
Kasilof, AK, who is diabetic, reported 
that his insulin froze while mushing 
along the Yukon River. Sixteen of the 
original seventy-one mushers dropped 
from the race this year. Many dogs, in-
cluding five from Mackey’s team, were 
dropped from the race and sent to An-
chorage to await their mushers to re-
turn. Hans Gatt of Whitehorse, Canada, 
also a Yukon Quest winner, trailed 
Lance Mackey by only an hour. He was 
followed by Jeff King, a four-time 
Iditarod winner. 

Mackey says that what he does well 
is understand his team, allowing for 
calculated risks that can change a race 
in an instant. He said: 

I don’t think that I do anything with my 
running to jeopardize the dogs, or the future 
of the dogs. I gamble but I’m not going to 
win the Iditarod at the expense of my team. 

Lance Mackey, like all mushers, 
cares deeply for the health and condi-
tion of their four-legged athletes. Last 
year the Anchorage Daily News stated 
while covering the race: 

A musher doesn’t win by making dogs run. 
He wins by making dogs want to run. 

Lance describes working with his 
dogs this way: 

The biggest challenge working with a large 
team of dogs is the individual personalities. 
Like a classroom full of kids, all with issues, 
wants, questions, some barking wildly to get 
my attention, and then there are some who 
just do what needs to be done and require 
only a nod or a smile. Every dog is different. 
Every need is different. That is what I love. 
The reward is seeing them all come together 
as a team working for a common goal. 

I had the opportunity when I was up 
in the State for the ceremonial start of 
the Iditarod to go around and talk with 
the mushers and visit with the dogs. 
You can really tell how close the 
mushers are with their teams and when 
they come together as a team they can 
truly go the distance. We should ac-
knowledge and respect them. 

On Tuesday, March 16, thousands 
gathered at the famous burled wood 
arch on Front Street in Nome, AK, to 
cheer on Lance Mackey as his dogs car-
ried him to victory over his talented 
competitors from all over the world. It 
is my honor today to stand before the 
Senate to congratulate Lance Mackey 
and his team, and to recognize this 
amazing race. The only one of its kind. 
Lance continues to be a world-class 
musher and a true Alaskan hero, along 
with his remarkable team. I join Alas-

kans in congratulating Lance Mackey 
on yet another Iditarod victory. 
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RECOGNIZING MIDDLETON, IDAHO 

Mr. RISCH. Madam President, today 
I congratulate and acknowledge the 
100th anniversary of the founding of 
the city of Middleton, ID. On April 10, 
2010, the citizens of Middleton will 
gather at Roadside Park to commemo-
rate the 100th year of its founding. This 
is a very historic and special day for 
this western Idaho community. 

From its early days as a settlement 
in 1863, Middleton’s history has em-
bodied the frontier spirit and entrepre-
neurship that makes the United States 
a promised land of opportunity. After a 
gold rush struck Boise Basin, Mid-
dleton became the earliest settlement 
in what is now Canyon County. Mid-
dleton was named for its location on 
the old Oregon Trail midway between 
Boise City and Olds Ferry on the Snake 
River. 

Primarily an agricultural commu-
nity, Middleton became a center for 
milling in the West in 1871 when J.M. 
Stephenson and J.C. Isaacs opened 
their flour mill. The turn of the cen-
tury brought the Idaho Northern Rail-
way to Middleton and with it a bank, 
hotel and other business development. 
A few short years later, the town was 
officially incorporated on April 10, 1910. 

Today, Middleton remains rooted in 
agriculture with potatoes, sugar beets, 
corn, mint, grains and dairy among its 
products. At the same time, it is one of 
Idaho’s fastest-growing communities 
with greater portions of the Treasure 
Valley workforce moving there to 
enjoy the amenities of country living 
and small-town friendliness. 

In 2006, Middleton celebrated the 
election of a hometown girl, Donna 
Jones, Idaho’s first female State con-
troller. Donna was raised in Middleton, 
went to school there, and married in 
the historic Methodist church. 

Middleton gained national promi-
nence in the summer of 2007, when the 
community came together to build a 
home for the Stockdale family on the 
television show ‘‘Extreme Makeover 
Home Edition.’’ Over the course of a 
week, hundreds of volunteers worked 
side by side in 100-degree heat to ac-
complish the task, demonstrating the 
true spirit of their community. 

Middleton has much to celebrate and 
look forward to in its next century as 
it provides important goods and serv-
ices at home and abroad. Congratula-
tions to the city of Middleton for 100 
years of service and success. 
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ADDITIONAL STATEMENTS 

REMEMBERING MIDGE COSTANZA 

∑ Mrs. BOXER. Madam President, 
today I ask my colleagues to join me in 
paying tribute to Midge Costanza, a 
dear friend and great American who 
passed away this week. This woman of 
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